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about his business 'with a stick' and, as soon as he can,
gets hold of his client's land. The normal rate for the
peasant proprietor is 25 per cent, which is what it has
always been. This is higher than in the central Punjab,
where it is 18f per cent (paisa rupya).

As to women, marriage before puberty is much less Women
common than it was. The main reason for this is 'the
new light' which the close connexion with the,army has
diffused more widely than in Karnal, where compara-
tively few enlist. Another reason is said to be the
growing feeling of security. Only the other day the
same reason was given for pardah no longer being
necessary.1 Village girls are usually married at puberty;
boys at sixteen to eighteen. Consummation takes place
in the first or third year after marriage, never in the
second, because it is inauspicious. People are beginning
to realize that later marriage means better health.
Polygamy is rare, and it is commonly said: 'If you
want to give a man trouble, give him a second wife.*
A woman's life in Rohtak is not an easy one. The
Rajputs keep their women in pardah, and the Jats work
theirs harder than any one else in the Punjab. They
have to work harder than the men, to the neglect of
their children, and one who knows the district well says
this is less an indication of industry than of slavery, for
the men beat them if they do not work hard enough.
They have to be up before five to do the grinding, and
as they do not go to bed till ten, they get too little sleep.
All that can be said for so severe a regime is that it keeps
them out of mischief. The popular view in this country
is that a woman should have little or no leisure to think,
for fear of what may enter her mind. The story is told
of a young widow who on the death of her husband
went to see a holy man called Jallan, and begged a
blessing of him that she might pass her widowhood as
a widow should, And this was the advice that Jallan
gave her, 'Let there be a wall behind you and a spin-

' See p. 76.